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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

June,  1988  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
August  1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2266- MT  Ernest  Mix,  32907  Forest  Drive,  Grayslake,  111.  60030 

(World  by  Date) 

2267- MT  Dan  Ryder 

(Ancient,  Roman,  Canadian) 

2268- MT  James  R.  Raye,  P.  0.  Box  1133,  Wheeling,  Illinois  60090 

(French  Notgeld,  Honduras,  Mexico) 

2269- MT  Thomas  D.  Harris,  P.  0.  Box  55701,  Seattle,  Washington  98155 

(Africa  & Middle  East,  Art  Craft  Specialties) 


Rei nstatement : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1989  Robert  J.  Mross,  10226  Black  Mtn.  Rd.,  #79,  San  Diego,  CA  92126 


"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  (1987)  TO  BE  PRESENTED: 

The  voting  has  been  tallied  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for 
articles  appearing  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  during  1987.  The  final  results 
are  as  fol lows : 


First  Place:  David  Block.  "NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS:  The  Egyptian  Campaign" 

(May)  & "NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS:  The  Second  Italian 

Campaign"  (October). 


Second  Place:  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.  "An  Introduction  to  Byzantine 

Coinage",  Nos.  21-31  (January  thru  December). 


Third  Place:  Lee  Grossman.  "CARAUSIUS  — A Bri 1 li ant  Career  Stopped 

by  a Friend"  (April). 

Fourth  Place:  Raymond  J.  Hebert.  "Medieval  Coins  Out  of  Africa" 

(June ) . 


The  voting  was  not  as  close  as  in  past  years.  First  Place  received 
29.5%  of  the  vote.  Second  18.1%,  Third  13.6%  and  Fourth  11.4%.  Several 
other  article  also  received  votes. 


Our  congratulations  to  David  Block  who  started  the  Napoleonic  Medals 
series  in  1985  and  still  have  some  more  istallments  to  be  printed. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor  & Fred  Drost,  Article  Editor 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

John  S.  Davenport 

JG94 . DavJ : 1 988 : CEASD 

The  Coinage  of  the  Ernestine  and  Minor  Albertine  Saxon  Duchies. 

Privately  published  1988,  80pp,  illus. 

Zdenek  Knapek 

PJ40.Mi xM:1980:CSL 

Katatog  losu  Ceskoslovenska  statni  loterie  1957-1980.  (Catalog 
of  State  Lottery  Tickets). 

Pub.  1980,  1 20pp , illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Thomas  A.  Schil- 
linger  for  further  donations  of  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

****★****************************★********★*★******•***************'*'*'*'*'*' 

ATLAS 


There  is  in  the  French  Cabinet  in  Paris  a bronze  medallion  struck  under 
the  Roman  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  that  has  as  its  type  Atlas  on  his 
knees  supporting  the  globe.  According  the  mythology,  Atlas  was  the 
chief  of  the  Titans  that  made  war  against  Jupiter,  who  to  punish  him 
sentenced  him  to  support  the  heavens.  According  to  another  fable  Atlas 
was  a philospher  of  royal  rank  whose  territories  lay  in  North-Western 
Africa,  where  his  name  was  given  to  the  high  mountains  there  and  also 
to  the  ocean  (Atlantic)  which  borders  on  them. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

************************************************************  ***★*■*•***■*•*■ 


VESPASIAN  AND  TITUS'  CAPRICORN  DENARII 


that  s 
of  the 
equal 


The  Emperors  Vespasian  and  Titus  issued 
denarii  showing  on  their  reverses  two  goat 
foreparts  subjoined  and  supporting  a 
shield,  on  which  are  the  letters  S.C. 
(Senatus  Consulto),  with  a globe  under 
the  shield.  The  forepart  of  the  goat  is 
to  signify  Pan,  or  the  Capricorn,  which 
alludes  to  Augustus,  who  was  born  under 
ign.  The  coin  type  is  considered  to  denote  that  the  prosperity 
Roman  empire  under  the  father  and  son  (Vespasian  and  Titus)  was 
to  that  which  was  enjoyed  in  the  age  of  Augustus. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEDALS 


NAPOLEONIC 
PEACE 

David.  Block,  Gainesville , Florida,  NI  # 894 
Copyright  1987 

(Ed.:  This  is  the  fourth  of  a series  on  NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS.  The  first 

of  the  series  appeared  in  the  October,  1985  (pp. 293-303)  issue;  the 
second  in  the  May,  1987  (pp.  107-114)  issue ; and  the  third  in  the 
October , 1987  (pp.  229-241)  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. ) 

With  the  plots  to  assassinate  Bonaparte  foiled  and  the  French  army 
under  General  Moreau,  victors  at  the  Battle  of  Hohenlinden  (2  December 
1800)  and  liberators  of  Bavaria,  prepared  to  invade  Austria,  the 
Austrians  were  ready  to  talk  peace.  Negotiations  at  the  French  city 
of  Luneville  reached  a satisfactory  conclusion.  The  Austrians  agreed 
to  recognize  the  Cisalpine,  Ligurian,  Helvetic,  and  Batavian  Republics 
and  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio  were  reaffirmed,  giving 
France  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 


BRAMSEN  105.  FRANCE  VICTORIOUS  (56mm) 


Obverse:  BONAPARTE,  FIRST  CONSUL,  GENERAL  AT  MARENGO.  Here  is  anoth- 

er portrait  of  Bonaparte  by  Duvivier. 


Reverse:  The  helmeted  woman  is  shown  to  be  France  by  the  cock  behind 

her;  she  offers  olive  branches  of  peace  to  the  river  gods  of  the 
Rhine,  the  Danube,  the  Po,  and  the  Tiber.  The  palm  tree  in  the  back- 
ground is  the  date  palm,  characteristic  of  Egypt  and  a subtle  refer- 
ence to  Napoleon's  campaign  there.  The  exergual  inscription  says: 
CONTINENTAL  PEACE  AT  LUNEVILLE,  THE  YEAR  9. 
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Duvivier  himself  drew  the  sketches  for  his  medals  and  refused  to  make 
dies  from  someone  else's  drawings;  probably  that  is  why,  later  on, 
Denon  didn't  give  him  many  commissions.  Bramsen,  following  the  Tresov 
de  nunrismatique , states  that  although  Duvivier  cut  the  dies  for  this 
medal  during  the  consulate,  the  medal  was  not  produced  at  the  French 
Mint  before  1830.  Someone  was  striking  it  before  1830,  because  it  is 
illustrated  and  described  in  Millin's  catalog,  which  was  published  in 
1819.  This  example  was  probably  struck  between  1830  and  1840. 


BRAMSEN  106.  THE  TREATY  OF  LUNEVILLE  (56mm) 


Obverse:  BONAPARTE,  FIRST  CONSUL  OF  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC.  J.  P.  Droz 
signed  and  dated  his  impression  of  Bonaparte,  which  was  struck  in  im- 
pressively high  relief. 

Reverse:  Labeled  GOOD  TIMES  FOR  THE  CONTINENT,  shows  the  sun  shining 
on  the  continent  but  a storm  over  the  British  Isle.  Exergue:  PEACE 
OF  LUNEVILLE,  YEAR  9,  1801. 

BRAMSEN  107.  THE  TREATY  OF  LUNEVILLE  (42mm) 


Obverse:  BONAPARTE,  FIRST  CONSUL  OF  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC.  Uniformed 

bust  right,  signed  ANDRIEU  F. 

Reverse:  PEACE  OF  LUNEVILLE.  A conventional  draped  woman,  probably 
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intended  to  represent  Peace,  holding  a cornucopia  and  an  olive  branch, 
signed  ADREIEU  F.  Exergue:  20  PLUVIOSE,  YEAR  9 (9  February  1801). 

BRAMSEN  189.  ITALIAN  CONSTITUTION  (55mm) 


Obverse:  I BRING  HOME  GOOD  AND  SURE  HOPE.  HORACE.  A standing,  winged 

Mercury,  caduceus  in  his  left  hand,  presents  a tablet  inscribed  ITALIAN 
CONSTITUTION  to  a seated,  draped  Roman  matron.  Behind  her  a putto 
seated  on  the  ground  plays  with  a pair  of  scales.  Signed  on  the  exer- 
gual  bar,  L.  M.  F.  (Luigi  Manfredini  Fecit).  Exergue:  CISALPINE  CON- 

GRESS IN  LYON,  YEAR  10. 

Reverse:  PUBLIC  VOWS  FOR  THE  ETERNAL  PROSPERITY  OF  THE  ITALIAN  REPUB- 

LIC, ASSURED  BY  THE  CONSTITUTION  UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  BONAPARTE.  A 
variety  of  this  medal,  Bramsen  190,  substitutes  Cisalpine  for  Italian. 

In  the  Treaty  of  Luneville,  Austria  relinquished  her  claims  to  north 
Italy;  France  agreed  that  Italy  would  remain  an  independent  country. 
Bonaparte  found  nothing  in  this  imcompatible  with  his  assuming  the 
presidency  of  his  erstwhile  Cisalpine  Republic.  The  stage-dressing 
was  done  by  assembling  a group  of  250  Italian  delegates  in  Lyon,  France 
(Paris  would  have  made  it  too  obvious)  and  having  them  adopt  a new 
name,  the  Italian  Republic;  a new  constitution,  written  by  Roederer 
for  Bonaparte;  and  a first  president,  Bonaparte.  As  Rose  remarks, 
the  name  Italy  again  appeared  on  the  map  of  Europe  for  the  first  time 
since  the  middle  ages,  and  five  states  were  united  in  a preview  of 
modern  Italy,  although  it  did  not  survive  the  fall  of  Napoleon. 

Not  only  was  England  now  the  only  country  at  war  with  France,  the 
Armed  Neutrality  League  was  contesting  Great  Britain's  rule  of  the 
sea.  A british  fleet  headed  toward  the  Baltic  to  destroy  the  Russian 
fleet.  Denmark,  watchdog  of  the  Baltic,  had  first  to  be  overcome. 
Nelson  was  only  second  in  command  but  he  disobeyed  Admiral  Parker's 
order  to  disengage,  obeying  a higher  law.  A medal  produced  by  Loos 
in  Germany  commemorated  the  event  but  gives  a false  impression  of  the 
outcome . 

BRAMSEN  2157.  THE  BATTLE  OF  COPENHAGEN  (39mm) 
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Obverse:  GOD  AND  THE  JUST  CAUSE.  Justice,  seated,  hands  a sword  to  a 

standi ng  warrior.  Exergue:  LOOS. 

Reverse:  THE  SUPERIOR  FORCE  OF  THE  ENEMY  REPULSED.  The  warrior  attacks 

a multiple-headed  hydra.  Exergue:  COPENHAGEN,  2 APRIL  1801. 


Sweden  did  not  send  the  promised  help  and  the  Russian  fleet  was  still 
ice-bound  at  Saint  Petersburg.  The  Danes  were  forced  to  sue  for  peace. 
While  the  victorious  Nelson  was  discussing  peace  terms,  the  news  ar- 
rived that  Paul  of  Russia  had  been  assassinated.  The  northern  coal i ti on 
collapsed.  (I  thank  NI  members  Tyge  Sondergaard  and  Lars  Brix  for  the 
information  they  kindly  sent  me  about  this  medal.) 


In  spite  of  this  victory  the  British  felt  obliged  to  come  to  terms 
with  revoluti onary  France;  their  main ‘ally,  Austria,  had  made  peace 
with  France  and  British  trade  had  suffered  during  the  years  of  war. 
After  considerable  negotiation,  a peace  treaty  was  signed. 

BRAMSEN  195.  THE  PEACE  OF  AMIENS  (49mm) 


Obverse:  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE,  FIRST  CONSUL.  Laureate  bust  left,  sign- 

ed DUMAREST. 


Reverse:  PEACE  OF  AMIENS.  A standing,  helmeted  warrior  holds  a Vic- 

tory in  his  left  hand  and  offers  an  olive  branch  to  a half-draped 
female  reclining  on  a lion.  Exergue:  VI  GERMINAL  AN  X,  27  MARCH  1802. 
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Again  we  have  a medallist's  copy  of  the  head  of  the  statue  by  Chaudet, 
this  time  Dumarest  did  it.  The  reclining  semi -nude  on  the  reverse  is 
identified  as  England  by  the  presence  of  her  lion;  presumably  the  war- 
rior handing  her  an  olive  branch  is  the  First  Consul.  As  can  be  seen 
from  this  medal,  Rambert  Dumarest  was  a skillful  engraver.  Unfortun- 
ately, he  died  a few  years  later,  leaving  too  few  proofs  of  his  talent 

BRAMSEN  199.  THE  PEACE  OF  AMIENS  (40mm) 


Droz's  version  of  the  First  Consul. 

Reverse:  THE  RETURN  OF  ASTREA.  The  goddess  of  justice,  Astrea,  re- 

turning to  earth,  carrying  the  scales  of  justice  in  one  hand  and  an 
olive  branch  and  small  caduceus  in  the  other. 

On  the  edge  is  an  inscription:  GENERAL  PEACE  AT  AMIENS  YEAR  10,  1802 

Droz,  Swiss-born,  was  both  artist  and  mechanic.  He  drew  the  sketches 
from  which  he  created  the  dies  and  he  designed  the  press  which  was 
used  to  strike  this  medal,  using  a five-part  collar  to  form  the  edge 
at  the  same  time  that  the  obverse  and  reverse  were  struck.  Only  a 
single  strike  was  possible,  so  medals  from  that  press  have  low  relief, 
like  coins.  After  working  in  France,  Droz  had  worked  at  the  Soho 
plant  for  Boulton  and  Watts.  Apparently  they  hired  him  only  to  get 
the  secrets  of  his  press  from  him;  he  returned  to  France  after  winning 
a lawsuit  against  them  for  breaking  their  contract.  Later  he  toyed 
with  the  idea  of  becoming  director  of  the  U.S.  Mint  but,  to  our  coun- 
try's loss,  decided  to  remain  in  France.  He  did  sell  us  two  coining 
presses,  but  the  imcompetents  running  our  mint  couldn't  produce  proper 
ly  tempered  dies  and  consequently  modified  the  presses  to  reduce  the 
power  so  as  not  to  break  their  inferior  dies  (Taxay,  History  of  the 
U.S.  Mint). 

BRAMSEN  218.  PEACE  (67mm) 

(Illustrated  on  following  page) 

The  obverse  of  this  medal  by  Jueffroy  shows  us  all  three  consuls,  the 
First  Consul  on  top,  of  course,  the  Second  Consul  Cambaceres  on  the 
left  below,  beside  Third  Consul  Lebrun. 

The  reverse  inscription  reads:  THE  LEGISLATURE  TO  THE  CONSULS  OF  THE 

FRENCH  REPUBLIC.  The  legend  in  the  field  states,  simply:  PEACE  AT 
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HOME;  PEACE  ABROAD.  DECREE  OF  30  FLOREAL,  YEAR  10,  20  MAY  1802. 

Although  the  treaty  of  peace  which  France  made  with  Great  Britain  in 
1802  was  broken  in  1803,  hostilities  between  the  two  countries  were 
rather  limited  and  First  Consul  Bonaparte  spent  much  of  his  time 
creating  modern  France.  It  is  convenient  to  group  here  consular  and 
imperial  medals  illustrating  his  work. 

One  of  his  measures  was  designed  to  win  him  the  support  of  those  who 
opposed  the  previous,  atheistic  revolutionary  governments. 

BRAMSEN  213.  REESTABLISHMENT  OF  RELIGION  (50mm) 


The  obverse  is  another  portrait  of  the  First  Consul  by  Andrieu. 

The  reverse,  likewise  by  Andrieu,  shows  France  offering  her  hand  to 
raise  an  elderly  seated  woman  representing  Religion.  Background  de- 
tails include  the  Paris  Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  on  the  left  and  a 
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ruined  church  on  the  right.  A trophy  in  the  center  rear  is  surmounted 
by  the  French  rooster.  Beneath  the  scene  is  the  date  on  which  the 
Concordat  was  signed  between  France  and  the  Papal  government,  8 April 
1802. 

Catholocism  became  the  official  religion  of  France,  with  its  priests 
salaried  by  the  government;  the  confiscation  of  church  property  by 
the  revolutionaries  was  accepted;  while  the  Pope  was  recognized  as 
supreme  in  spiritual  matters,  France  would  control  temporal  matters 
affecting  the  church.  Those  priests  who  had  been  prosecuted  and  per- 
secuted for  refusing  to  accept  the  revolutionary  government  was  par- 
doned. 

BRAMSEN  214.  PUBLIC  EDUCATION  ORGANIZED  (40mm) 


This  head  of  Bonaparte,  again  by  Andrieu,  resembles  that  on  Bramsen 
213  but  has  slight  differences.  Mechanical  processes  for  multiplying 
a hub  or  die  in  different  sizes  were  not  yet  in  use  during  the  Napol- 
eonic period,  so  a new  hub  or  die  had  to  be  cut  for  each  different 
si  ze . 

The  reverse  is  an  example  of  the  neoclassicism  of  the  period:  a toga- 

clad  young  man  seated  on  a cube  reading  a scroll.  At  his  feet  is  a 
container  with  rolled  scrolls.  The  star  above  his  head  and  the  palm 
branch  to  the  left  show  an  inartistic  desire  to  fill  space  with  un- 
necessary details.  Exergue:  YEAR  4 OF  BONAPARTE.  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTIONS 

HAS  BEEN  ORGANIZED. 

One  of  Napoleon's  claims  to  fame  is  his  establishment  of  a uniform 
public  education  in  France.  It  is  perhaps  true  that  his  idea  of 
education  does  not  meet  modern  standards,  but  it  is  also  probably 
true  that  any  education  is  better  than  none. 

"Until  one  learns  from  infancy  whether  it  is  necessary  to  be 
republican  or  monarchist.  Catholic  or  atheist,  etc.,  the 
State  will  not  form  a nation;  it  will  rest  on  uncertain  and 
vague  foundations;  it  will  be  constantly  exposed  to  disorders 
and  changes." 


Correspondence  8328,  16  February  1805 
BRAMSEN  716.  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  FRANCE  (32mm) 
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Obverse:  NAPOLEON  EMPEROR  AND  KING.  Laureate  bust  right  signed 

GAYRARD  F. 

Reverse:  An  eagle  in  flight,  carrying  a palm  leaf;  below,  IMPERIAL 

UNIVERSITY. 

This  small  medal,  perhaps  intended  as  a prize  medal  or  a jet  on  de 
presence,  represents  Napoleon's  University,  not  a university  as  we 
understand  it  but  rather  the  totality  of  ail  instruction  in  the  coun- 
try. The  national  educational  system  had  been  abolished  by  the  Con- 
vention, 15  Spetember  1793.  A defender  of  the  system,  asked  what  the 
system  accomplished,  replied  that  they  had  published  a book.  The  Con- 
vention decided  that  one  book  did  not  justify  the  cost  of  the  system. 
Napoleon  intended  higher  education  to  be  managed  the  same  way  the 
army  was,  with  courses  of  study  dictated  and  limited  to  what  he  con- 
sidered practical.  Above  all,  patriotism  and  obedience  to  authority 
were  to  be  taught.  The  University  of  France  was  sketched  by  a law 
of  1802  supplemented  in  1806;  it  was  created  by  an  imperial  decree 
of  17  March  1808. 

As  for  women,  look  at  the  schools  he  set  up  for  female  orphans  of  war 
veterans  a few  years  later: 


BRAMSEN  980.  FEMALE  ORPHANS  OF  THE  LEGION  OF  HONOR  (40mm) 


Reverse:  A mourning  girl,  seated  by  a tree-shaded  tomb,  a book  in 

her  lap  and  a sewing  basket  beside  her,  signed  DEPAULIS  F.  DEN0N  D. 


This  medal  commemorates  the  establishment  of  boarding  schools  for  the 
education  of  daughters  of  deceased  members  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 
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Napoleon's  ideas  about  the  proper  education  for  girls  were  expressed 
in  a letter  to  General  Duroc  ( Correspondence  13284,  22  October  1807). 

"The  relatives  should  not  be  able  to  send  a sou  to  their 
girls,  and  the  strictest  equality  should  exist  among  them. 

The  beginning  should  be  limited  to  teaching  them  to  write 
well,  in  the  general  rules  it  will  be  determined  how  much 
drawing  they  should  be  taught.  What  I recommend  princip- 
ally to  you  i s religion. . . It  is  necessary  that  the  pupils 
attend  mass  every  day  and  go  to  say  their  prayers  together 
before  going  to  bed...  As  for  literature,  it  is  also  neces- 
sary to  go  very  softly,  starting  from  the  principle  that  the 
first  consideration  is  morals.  But,  provisionally,  they  can 
be  shown  the  French  language  and  that  part  of  rhetoric  which 
does  not  awaken  the  imagination  of  young  people." 

One  wonders  what  part  of  rhetoric  awakened  the  imagination  of  young 
Napoleon . 


BRAMSEN  1178.  SCHOOL  OF  FINE  ARTS  IN  ROME  (60mm) 


Obverse:  The  Emperor  Napoleon,  seated  left  on  his  throne,  holding  a 

laurel  wreath  in  his  right  hand.  Exergue:  E.  GATTEAUX.  ROME,  1812. 


Reverse:  FRENCH  SCHOOL  OF  FINE  ARTS  IN  ROME  REESTABLISHED  AND  ENLARGED 

BY  NAPOLEON  IN  1803.  Head  of  Athena  left,  wearing  a Corinthian  helmet, 
surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath  surrounded  by  instruments  of  the  arts: 
a painter's  palette,  an  architect's  drawing  tools,  a lyre,  engraving 
tools  for  illustrations  and  medals,  a sculptor's  chisel  and  mallet. 


The  fellowships  the  French  kings  gave  to  the  Royal  School  were  for 
painting,  sculpture,  or  architecture;  Napoleon  added  music  and  engrav- 
ing of  copper  plates  and  medal  dies.  The  Gatteaux who  engraved  this 
medal  was  the  son  of  the  Gatteaux  who  did  several  of  the  medals  in 
the  Napoleonic  series.  The  Tresor  informs  us  that  this  medal  was  not 
struck  until  May,  1814,  during  the  first  restoration  of  Louis  XVIII; 
sales  of  it  (and  the  other  Napoleonic  medals  ) were  halted  after  the 
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second  restoration,  not  to  be  resumed  until  after  the  Revolution  of  1830. 
BRAMSEN  467.  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu. 


Reverse:  SCHOOLS  OF  MEDICINE.  Esculapius,  god  of  healing,  leaning  on 
his  staff,  around  which  a snake  is  wrapped  (for  some  reason  the  AMA  has 
chosen  as  its  symbol  the  rod  of  Hermes,  with  two  snakes.  Hermes  was 
the  patron  god  of  commerce  and  of  thieves.)  The  small  figure  repre- 
sents Esculapius1  son,  Telesphorus,  mentioned  only  briefly  in  classical 
mythology.  Signed  in  the  exergue,  DENON  DIREX.  JOUANNIN  (fecit). 

This  medal  is  explained  by  part  of  the  August  1807  state  of  the  union 
message: 

"The  development  of  the  system  disclosed  to  you  last  year  has 
continued,  making  the  hospitals  advance  the  art  of  medicine 
in  the  provinces,  thus  adding  to  the  relief  given  to  suffer- 
ing humanity  new  means  to  avoid  or  diminish  sickness.  Free 
schools  of  practical  medicine  have  been  established  in  Amiens, 
Besancon,  Bruges,  Brussels,  Gand,  Clermont-Ferrand , Angers, 
Grenoble,  and  Poitiers.  The  courses  in  delivering  babies 
given  at  the  Maternity  HosDital,  which  have  already  given 
nearly  four  hundred  graduate  midwives  to  the  departments,  are 
going  to  be  managed  in  such  a way  as  to  make  them  uniform  and 
assume  their  success." 


Correspondence  13063,  24  July  1807 
BRAMSEN  264.  THE  SCHOOLS  OF  PHARMACY  (40mm) 
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Obverse:  Shows  a serpent-wrapped  chemist's  retort,  surrounded  by 

medicinal  plants  and  minerals,  singed  BRENET  and,  in  the  exergue, 
DENON  DIRECTED. 

Reverse:  A simple  wreath,  suggesting  that  this  medal  as  intended  to 

be  used  as  a prize  medal,  with  space  left  for  inscribing  it  to  a re- 
cipi ent. 

Six  schools  of  pharmacy  were  established,  in  Paris,  Montpellier, 
Strassburg,  and  three  other  cities  where  schools  of  medicine  had  al- 
ready been  established.  These  schools  not  only  taught  pharmacy  but 
also  regulated  the  profession: 

"Article  XXVI.  Every  individual  who  shall  have  a pharmacy 
now  open  without  being  able  to  prove  the  legal  title  which 
gives  him  the  right  will  be  required  to  present  himself  with- 
in three  months,  counting  from  the  establishment  of  the  schools 
of  pharmacy  or  the  juries,  to  one  of  these  schools  or  to  one 
of  these  juries  to  take  his  examination  and  to  be  accepted." 

Le  Moniteur , 2 April  1803 

BRAMSEN  400.  VACCINATION  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu. 

Reverse:  Standing,  togate  Esculapius,  a serpent-wrapped  club  in  his 

right,  his  left  arm  around  a woman  resembling  the  Venus  de  Medici,  her 
left  arm  bandaged.  In  the  left  field  is  a cow,  and  in  the  right  a 
lancet  and  ampule.  Exergue:  VACCINATION,  1804.  Signed  ANDRIEU  F. 

DENON  DIR. 

Vaccination  was  introduced  into  France  from  England  in  Napoleonic  times. 
Today,  with  smallpox  apparently  eradicated,  it  is  hard  to  understand 
what  a blessing  to  mankind  Jenner's  discovery  of  vaccination  was.  The 
production  of  this  medal,  struck  to  commemorate  the  commission  to  pro- 
mote vaccination,  shows  its  importance. 

BRAMSEN  471  (enlarged).  THE  MINING  SCHOOL  OF  M0NT-BLANC  (40mm) 

Obverse:  Laureate  bust  of  Napoleon  right. 

Reverse:  The  personified  mountain  seated  among  craigs,  clouds  about 
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his  head.  To  the  left  below  two  tiny  miners  are  working.  In  a sur- 
prising 3 eu  d'  esprit,  the  wavy  lines  which  represent  the  moustache 
and  beard  of  the  giant  become,  beneath  his  hands,  mountain  streams.  A 
fish  is  swimming  upstream  beneath  each  middle  finger!  Singed  by  Brenet, 
directed  by  Denon. 


i 


Although  Babel  on  considered  this  an  inspired  work,  the  idea  of  pictur- 
ing a mountain  as  a man  had  been  used  many  times  before.  There  was  a 
colossal  statue  of  the  Apennines  as  a man  at  Francesco  de'  Medici's 
palace  at  Fontebuona  (said  to  be  by  Giovanni  di  Bologna)  and  another 
(by  Ammanato)  at  the  Castello  di  Quarto.  (Murray's  Handbook  of  North 
Italy,  1847.)  Mi  11  in  says  that  Denon  drew  his  design  from  the  former 
example.  The  Mont  Blanc  School  of  Mining  was  established  by  a consular 
decree  of  12  February  1802  ( Le  Mcmiteur,  14  February  1802),  but  this 
medal  was  apparently  not  produced  until  four  years  later  ( Le  Moniteur, 

4 March  1806). 

BRAMSEN  280.  THE  MUSEUM  VISIT  (40mm) 

Obverse:  The  almost  completely  different  portrait  of  the  First  Consul 

we  see  here  was  done  by  Jeuffroy,  apprentice  to  Andrieu,  in  1803. 

Reverse:  The  statue  of  Venus,  the  Medici  Venus,  was  acquired  by  treaty 

from  Ferdinand,  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  The  legend  might  be  trans- 
lated "The  arts  are  the  winner."  but  a more  appropriate  legend  might 
be  "To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  After  the  exile  of  Napoleon  to 
Saint  Helena,  the  French  were  forced  to  return  this  statue  to  Italy;  a 
few  years  later  the  loss  was  repaired  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Venus 
de  Mi  lo. 
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According  to  tradition  this  medal  was  prepared  by  Denon  for  present- 
ation to  the  First  Consul  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  official  visit 
to  the  Napoleon  Museum.  The  following  medals  perhaps  marked  the  re- 
opening of  the  museum: 


BRAMSEN  370.  THE  NAPOLEON  MUSEUM:  THE  APOLLO  HALL  (34mm) 
BRAMSEN  367.  THE  NAPOLEON  MUSEUM:  THE  LA0C00N  HALL  (34mm) 


Common  obverse  170  - Reverse  367  - Reverse 

These  two  medals  share  a common  obverse,  Andrieu's  standard  head  of 
Napoleon . 

A third  medal,  Bramsen  373,  consists  of  the  reverses  of  these  two. 
Further,  Andrieu  was  paid  for  making  new  dies  when  the  first  set  broke; 
the  old  dies  were  for  31mm  medals  (Bramsen  371,  368,  374  respectively). 


These  medals  celebrate  the  acquisition  of  the  art  treasures  sent  to 
Paris  by  Napoleon,  which  resulted  in  changing  the  name  of  the  National 
Museum  to  the  Napoleon  Museum.  For  years  favored  artists  had  been 
given  lodgings  in  the  Louvre;  they  were  evicted  and  the  building  en- 
larged and  renovated  to  offer  a splendid,  although  temporary,  home  to 
these  new  treasures.  The  Apollo  Belvedere  and  the  Laocoon,  from  the 
Vatican,  were  the  prime  attractions  of  these  two  galleries.  Reichardt 
( A Winter  in  Paris)  quotes  the  label: 

"The  statue  of  Apollo  which  is  elevated  on  this  pedestal  was 
found  at  Anzio  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  placed  in 
the  Vatican  by  Julius  II  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth, 
conquered  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Republic  by  the  Army  in 
Italy,  and  placed  here  by  order  of  General  Bonaparte  on  the 
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twenty  first  of  Germinal,  year  VIII,  the  first  anniversary 
of  his  consulship." 

BRAMSEN  275.  PROTECTIVE  FORTUNE  (34mm) 


Obverse:  The  bare-headed  First  Consul,  here  bearing  a striking  resemb- 

lance to  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus  on  some  of  his  coins,  is  not  iden- 
tified on  the  obverse,  although  it  is  signed  BRENET,  DENON  DIRECTED. 

Reverse:  The  figure,  a woman  seated  in  a sailing  vessel  and  managing 

the  sail  and  rudder,  signed  BRENET,  is  identified  by  the  dedicatory 
inscription,  TO  FORTUNE  THE  PROTECTRESS.  Under  it  on  the  medal  may 
be  seen  traces  of  an  erased  inscription,  FORTUNAE  MANENTI,  while  be- 
neath the  "Year  4 of  Bonaparte"  are  remains  of  DENON  DIREXIT.  The 
change  of  the  inscription  from  Latin  to  French  was  in  accord  with 
Napoleon's  desire  that  the  man  in  the  street  be  able  to  read  his 
medals;  the  removal  of  Denon's  name  is  curious.  Perhaps  Denon  real- 
ized how  poor  this  medal  really  is  and  did  not  want  his  name  associated 
wi  th  it. 

The  drawing  for  the  reverse  of  this  medal,  by  Chaudet,  is  illustrated 
in  Roger  Marx'  Les  Medailleurs  Modeimes , Paris:  Henri  Laurens,  ca 

1900,  from  which  can  be  seen  how  faithfully  the  medallists  followed 
the  designs  they  were  given.  Marx  said,  "The  medallist  no  longer 
created  his  own  models;  he  appealed  to  a sculptor  like  Chaudet,  to  an 
architect  like  Percier;  his  role  was  that  of  an  impersonal  interpreter 
of  the  thought  of  another."  Millin  remarked  that  this  medal  was  struck 
during  the  preparations  for  the  invasion  of  England,  from  which  some 
authors  have  named  it,  "Negotiations  with  England",  but  that  title 
hardly  seems  to  fit  the  picture.  The  date  (Bonaparte's  fourth  year  as 
First  Consul  began  on  22  September,  1802)  does  not  suggest  an  explan- 
ation. 

BRAMSEN  310.  THE  LEGION  OF  HONOR  (40mm) 

Obverse:  Standard  head  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  by  Andrieu,  without  in- 

scri  pti  on . 

Reverse:  FRANCE  RENEWED  UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  NAPOLEON.  The  decor- 

ation of  the  order.  DENON  DIRECTED,  JALEY  MADE  IT. 

The  first  article  of  the  law  creating  the  Legion  of  Honor:  "In  exe- 

cution of  article  LXXXV III  of  the  Constitution,  concerning  military 
rewards,  and  to  reward  also  civilian  services  and  virtues,  a legion 
of  honor  will  be  formed."  When  the  bill  for  this  law  was  introduced 
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Br  can  sen  310 


there  was  outspoken  opposition.  In  the  Tribunate,  Savoy-Rollin  claimed 
that  the  bill  "attacks  the  foundations  of  public  liberty...  contains 
all  of  the  elements  which  have  given  rise,  among  all  peoples,  to  a her- 
editary nobility."  He  added,  "This  legion  will  awaken  prejudices  hard- 
ly extinguished...  will  help  strengthen  the  absolute  establishment  of 
the  ideas  of  barbarians  who  consider  military  the  source  of  all  other 
powers . " 

Lucien  Bonaparte  defended  his  brother's  project:  "In  a public  dis- 

cussion, to  present  a project  for  a law  from  a different  point  of  view 
than  that  under  which  it  was  offered,  to  find  in  it  a sense  completely 
opposed  to  its  letter  and  spirit,  this  is  for  someone  to  try  to  delude 
others  after  having  deluded  himself."  The  Tribunate  passed  the  bill 
56  to  38.  In  the  Legislature  the  vote  was  166  for  and  110  against. 

Le  Moniteur 3 16,  20  and  21  May  1802 

The  story  that  General  Moreau  incurred  the  wrath  of  Napoleon  by  bestow- 
ing the  Cross  of  the  Legion  on  his  dog  is  probably  an  elaboration  of 
the  story  Reichardt  ( A Winter  in  Paris)  heard  in  1803,  that  Moreau  had 
mocked  the  arms  of  honor  previously  given  to  outstanding  soldiers  by 
awarding  a casserole  of  honor  to  his  cook  for  an  outstanding  dinner. 
There  is  a note  ( Correspondence  7908)  from  Napoleon  to  Fouche,  "I  see 
in  the  'Gazette  de  France'  that  Dessalines  has  created  a Legion  of 
Honor.  It  will  be  good  to  verify  whether  that  is  not  a bad  joke  which 
a journalist  wanted  to  make;  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  out  of  place." 

BRAMSEN  291.  THE  NAPOLEONIC  CODE  (40mm) 
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Obverse:  NAPOLEON  EMPEROR.  A laureate,  toga-clad  statue  of  Napoleon, 

facing  left,  signed  Brenet,  with  Denon  directing. 

Reverse:  THE  CIVIL  CODE  IS  DECREED  IN  THE  YEAR  12.  A statue  of  Athena 

facing  right.  Signed  BRENET  MADE  IT,  DENON  DIRECTED.  This  is  a famous 
copy  of  a Greek  statue,  found  at  Velletri  (near  Rome)  in  1797,  still  in 
the  Louvre  today. 

Bransen  292  is  a variety  of  this  medal,  differing  only  in  that  the 
statue  of  Napoleon  is  shown  from  the  front.  This  statue  by  Chaudet 
was  erected  in  the  meeting  hall  of  the  Legislature  to  honor  Napoleon 
for  creating  the  Code. 

One  of  the  tasks  accomplished  during  Napoleon's  rule  was  the  codifi- 
cation of  French  law.  Previously  the  motto  of  the  French  notaries  had 
been  • "Whatever  we  write  down  is  the  law".  It  was  rather  that  the 
king's  will  was  law,  so  precedents  counted  for  nothing  if  the  king 
changed  his  mind.  The  code  commemorated  by  this  medal  was  the  first 
of  five  codes  Napoleon  gave  to  France:  The  Napoleonic  Code,  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  the  Code  of  Commerce,  the  Code  of  Criminal  Instruc- 
tion, and  the  Code  of  Crimes  and  Punishments.  These  codes  were  used 
as  models  in  Switzerland,  Germany,  Spain,  Italy.  Common  law  in  Louis- 
iana today  is  the  Napoleonic  Code,  although  many  provisions  have  been 
superseded  by  Louisian  state  law 

The  men  who  selected,  compiled,  and  reconciled  laws  for  the  civil  code 
were  Tronchet,  Portalis,  Bigot  de  Preamineu,  and  Ma 1 1 evi lie.  Their 
work  was  presented  to  the  First  Consul  on  30  January  1801.  After  a 
committee  from  the  courts  had  annotated  the  proposed  code,  Bonaparte 
and  the  State  Council  reviewed  it  in  meetings  which  extended  from  July 
to  October.  Bonaparte  took  an  active  part  in  discussions,  as  can  be 
seen  from  the  minutes  of  these  meetings,  published  in  a supplement  to 
Le  Mcniteur,  7 December  1801;  he  shaped  many  details  of  the  code.  The 
code  had  been  presented  to  the  legislative  body  on  26  November  but  met 
with  sufficient  opposition  that  it  was  withdrawn  (30  Dec.  1801  accord- 
ing to  Le  Moniteur  of  the  next  day  but  2 Jan.  1802  according  to  Corres- 
pondence 5907).  In  a letter  to  Second  Consul  Cambaceres  ( Correspond- 
ence 5922,  18  January  1802)  Bonaparte  asks  him  to  "disembarrass  us 
effective  of  the...  bad  members  we  have  in  the  constituted  authorities. 
It  is  the  will  of  the  nation  that  the  Government  not  be  prevented  from 
doing  good  and  that  the  head  of  Medusa  not  show  itself  anymore."  By 
replacing  some  members  of  the  legislature  and  by  presenting  the  code 
as  a single  bill,  on  a take  it  or  leave  it  basis,  the  First  Consul 
forced  its  acceptance. 

BRAMSEN  868.  THE  0URCQ  CANAL  (40mm) 

Standard  obverse  by  Andrieu. 

Reverse:  A draped  woman  wearing  a civic  crown,  holding  a horn  of 

plenty  on  her  left  arm,  seated  on  the  prow  of  a ship.  A standing  nude 
pours  water  on  her  left  arm  from  an  urn  labelled  VRCA  while  a kneeling 
nude  pours  water  on  her  feet  from  an  urn  labelled  SEQVANA.  Signed  in 
the  field,  ANDRIEU  F.  and  DENON  D.  Exergue:  THE  0URCQ  BROUGHT  TO  THE 

PARISIANS,  4 AUGUST  1809. 

"Paris  did  not  have  enough  pressure  on  the  water  supply  to 

140 


Bramsen  868 


furnish  several  fountains  and  to  wash  the  squares  and  streets 
In  1676  Colbert  accepted  a proposal  of  the  famous  Riquet  and 
de  Mouse  to  divert  the  River  of  Ourcq  into  a canal  of  fifty 
thousand  toi ses  to  the  point  of  Belleville,  where  is  now  the 
barrier  of  Vilette.  The  canal  was  started,  and  traces  of  it 
still  exist  near  Meaux,  but  the  troubles  at  the  end  of  Louis 
XIV's  reign  and  subsequent  inertia  let  the  project  be  for- 
gotten." 


Le  Moniteur , 18  May  1802 

A report  of  the  minister  of  the  interior  to  the  consuls  described 
the  situation: 

"For  many  centuries  the  government  or  the  administration  of 
the  City  of  Paris  has  worked  to  supply  this  capitol  of  the 
world  with  the  water  its  inhabitants  need  and,  in  spite  of 
the  efforts  made  up  to  now,  she  is  still  reduced  to  not  hav- 
ing any  water  except  that  taken  up  from  the  river  to  be 
carried  into  the  houses;  there  is  no  resource  against  fires, 
no  means  of  washing  the  streets  and  of  cleaning  the  sewers; 
in  many  quarters  of  Paris  we  keep  rather  as  works  of  art  than 
as  objects  of  public  utility  monuments  which  we  call,  almost 
in  derision,  public  fountains." 

Le  Moniteur,  20  August  1802 

The  same  article  goes  on  to  print  the  13  August  decree  of  First  Consul 
Bonaparte,  ordering  work  to  begin  on  the  canal  and  providing  that  the 
necessary  funds  be  raised  by  an  additional  tax  of  1.25  francs  per  hecto- 
liter of  wine  brought  into  Paris.  The  start  of  work  was  celebrated  on 
23  September  1802  by  parades,  speeches,  and  a banquet.  The  canal  was 
ten  meters  wide  and  two  and  a half  deep , about  one  hundred  kilometers 
long.  It  was  expected  to  furnish  a quarter  million  hectoliters  of 
water  per  day.  It  was  completed  by  1808. 

"For  some  days  the  public  has  been  going  in  crowds  to  the 
Pantin  Barrier  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  sight  presented  by 
the  waters  of  the  Ourcq  Canal,  which  are  filling  the  Basin 
of  Vilette.  The  waters  are  flowing  in  such  abundance  that 
in  sixty  two  hours  the  level  has  increased  nearly  two  meters 
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in  a basin  which  has  an  area  of  about  fifteen  acres." 

Journal  de  l' Empire , 10  December  1808 
(quoted  from  Aulard) 

Finally,  a couple  of  medals  commemorate  Napoleon's  road-building. 

BRAMSEN  688.  THE  SIMPLON  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse. 

Reverse:  Personification  of  the  mountain  as  a nude  giant  seated  among 

craigs.  A train  of  pedestrians,  horsemen,  and  wagons  winds  its  way  up 
among  the  rockes,  through  the  giant's  beard,  up  his  right  arm.  On  a 
rock,  1807;  on  another  BR  (for  the  engraver,  Brenet).  Exergue: 
SIMPLON. 

There  is  some  mystery  about  this  medal.  In  de  Fayolle's  book  there 
is  a letter  written  by  Denon  talking  about  corrections  to  the  die. 

The  medal  is  not  listed  in  my  1815  Mint  list  but  Laskey  includes  it  in 
his  1818  catalog.  Millingen  warns  that  a "false  die"  has  been  used. 
Apparently  the  medal  was  not  included  in  the  set  of  the  medals  in  gold 
owned  by  Napoleon. 

This  medal  commemorates  a carriage  road  Napoleon  ordered  built  across 
the  Alps  to  insure  communications  between  France  and  Italy.  Although 
Le  Moniteur  had  articles  describing  what  a wonderful,  all-weather 
route  it  was,  it  proved  to  be  impassible  in  winter,  leading  to  another 
engineering  feat: 

BRAMSEN  690.  THE  ROUTE  FROM  NICE  TO  ROME  (40mm) 


Standard  obverse. 


Reverse:  A half-draped  woman  seated  on  a ledge  cut  into  a cliff,  her 

left  arm  resting  on  a wheel  and  her  left  foot  touching  the  water  be- 
low. Exergue:  ROUTE  FROM  NICE  TO  ROME.  Signed  on  the  exergual  bar 
GAYRARD  F.  DENON  DIR. 

The  lady  is  the  Roman  goddess  of  roads,  Vibia,  much  as  she  is  seen  on 
Roman  coins  of  Trajan.  This  medal  commemorates  the  openi ng  of  the 
road  Napoleon's  engineers  cut  in  the  cliffs  of  the  French  and  Italian 
Ri vieras,  part  of  which  is  known  today  as  la  grande  oomiehe , not 
recommended  for  faint-hearted  motorists.  If  you  are  dri vi ng  from  Nice 
to  Rome,  at  places  you  find  towering  cliffs  on  your  left  and  a sheer 
drop  to  the  Mediterranean  on  your  right.  In  good  weather  the  sea  is 
a lovely,  deep  blue. 


(The  author  expresses  his  thanks  to  his  brother.  Professor  W.  F.  Block 
of  Eckard  College,  for  spending  so  much  of  infrequent  spare  time  making 
prints  from  sometimes  less-than-perfect  negatives  for  this  series  of 
articles . ) 

********************************************************************** 
POMPEY  THE  GREAT  (MAGNUS  CNAEIUS  POMPEIUS) 

...  - r — — — . — — — : : — ; — r— ^ r : ^ : — : — =r— 

R.  R.  Kutoher , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  Hi 28 9 

Magnus  Cnaeius  Pompeius,  commonly  called  Pompey  the  Great,  was  born  in 
A.U.C.  648  (B.C.  106).  He  came  from  a distinguished  Roman  family,  his 
father  being  Pompeius  Strabo.  He  received  the  best  advantages  of  edu- 
cation and  was  instilled  with  ambition  and  courage,  along  with  a mili- 
tary type  early  life.  At  nineteen  he  gained  a great  victory  over  the 
Marsi  in  Gaul.  He  received  the  title  of  "Imperator"  from  Sylla  at  age 
twenty-three,  and  was  honoured  with  a triumph  for  his  victories  in 
Sicily  and  Africa.  He  served  three  times  the  office  of  Consul,  the 
last  time  he  had  the  unique  distinction  of  being  named  Sole  Consul. 

The  title  of  "Proconsul"  gave  him  unlimited  powers  as  a naval  commander 
and  he  destroyed  the  piratical  marauders  who  had  long  ravaged  the  coasts 
of  Italy.  He  later  vanquished  Tigranes,  King  of  Armenia,  and  also  the 
great  Mithridates,  sovereign  of  the  Medes  and  Parthians.  It  was  for 
these  victories  and  others  that  he  was  awarded  the  title  of  "Magnus", 
or  Great.  He  was  however  defeated  at  Pharsalia  after  quarrelling  with 
his  more  artful  rival  Julius  Caesar,  with  whom  he  and  Crassus  had  formed 
the  first  "Triumvi rate" . 

Pompey  fancied  himslef  "the  son  of  Neptune"  as  sone  of  his  coins  reads 
"NVPTVRI  FILIVA".  Most  all  of  his  coins  are  maritime  in  nature,  as  is 

the  one  shown  here.  Note  "NEPTVNI" 
behind  the  head  of  Pompey  and  the 
trident  in  front  on  the  coin's  ob- 
verse. The  reverse  shows  "Q  NASIDIVS" 
and  a ship  with  full  sails  and  a 
star  behind.  The  Nasidivs  was  the 
admiral  of  his  son  Sextus  Pompey 's 
fleet  in  Sicily.  This  admiral  also 
served  later  in  the  same  capacity 
under  Mark  Antony. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

No.  36  - NICEPHORUS  II  PHOCAS  (FOCAS) 

(963-969) 

Nicephorus  became  emperor  on  the  death  of  Romanus  II  and  five  months 
later  he  married  the  scheming  Theophano  whose  two  sons  were  his  co- 
emperors but  whom  he  ignored.  He  was  a highly  capable  soldier  who  re- 
took Cyprus  and  part  of  Syria,  including  Antioch  after  its  300  years 
in  Arab  hands.  He  was  not  popular,  for  all  his  ability  and  successes, 
because  of  the  heavy  drain  of  manpower  and  taxation.  The  Church  fav- 
oured him  at  first  because  of  his  piety  and  devotion  to  the  Virgin 
and  his  own  austere  ascetic  nature.  But  the  taxation  drain  on  the 
wealth  of  the  Church  and  monasteries,  his  marriage  to  Theophano  and 
his  complete  disregard  for  the  authority  of  the  Church  which  he  over- 
ruled whenever  it  was  necessary,  turned  the  Patriarch  Polyeuctes  and 
the  clergy  against  him. 

John  Zi mi  sees,  his  nephew,  who  had  aided  him  in  the  defeat  of  his  great 
rival  Bringas,  later  had  an  affair  with  Theophano  and  with  her  help 
Nicephorus  was  brutally  murdered  one  night. 

The  Coinage 

Some  of  the  coins  attributed  to  Nicephorus  in  early  catalogues  were 
not  his.  The  10th  century  produced  a lot  of  changes  in  the  coinage, 
including  the  Anonymous  Folles  (Byzantine  No.  38),  and  much  detailed 
study  of  the  different  reigns  has  been  made  in  this  century  which  has 
enabled  more  correct  sequences  to  be  worked  out. 

A numi  smati cal ly  irreverent  friend  remarked  to  me  at  one  time,  "it 
seems  to  be  a matter  of  dots  and  spots."  But,  items  of  decoration, 
ornamentation  of  robes  and  crowns  and  such  like  details  become  in- 
creasingly important,  most  of  all  beginning  with  the  copper  (Anonymous 
Folles)  coinage  beginning  with  the  next  reign. 

Nicephorus'  brief  reign  showed  some  numi smati cal ly  important  changes. 

Both  Basil  II  and  Constantine  VIII,  theoretically  were  co-emperors, 
but  except  for  Nicephorus'  first  solidus  (nomisma)  showing  Basil, 
neither  appear  on  the  other  coins. 

On  the  second  solidus  the  Virgin,  who  Nicephorus  considered  his  special 
benefactress,  appears  as  the  beginning  of  a long  series  of  coins  bear- 
ing her  image  in  some  form  or  other. 

The  later  coins  of  the  reign  use  all  Greek  letters  for  the  legends, 
instead  of  the  mixture  of  Latin  and  Greek  found  hitherto,  and  which 
has  led  to  confusion  about  lettering  for  those  starting  their  study. 

e.g.  Solidus,  type  II:  NIKH+OP,KAIRACIA'  AVr,RT, 

The  coinage  designs  are  modelled  on  that  of  Romanus  I.  i.e.,  the 
Miliariesion  shows  a bust  of  the  emperor  on  a medallion  at  the  center 
of  the  cross. 
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It  is  the  financial  aspect  of  the  gold  coinage  which  is  so  important 
because  of  the  introduction  of  a new  variety  called  the  "Tetarteron" . 
The  old  Latin  term  "solidus"  now  becomes  the  Greek  "nomisma".  The 
full  weight,  24  keratia  (c.  4.40  gms)  being  known  as  the  "Nomisma 
Stamenon"  and  the  lighter  weight  22  keratia  (c.  4.05  gms)  as  the 
"Nomisma  Tetarteron",  the  coins  being  identical  in  outward  appearance. 
This  does  not  appear  in  the  early  catalogues.  It  may  have  been  a form 
of  debasement  in  as  much  as  taxes  had  to  be  paid  in  the  stamenon  while 
the  treasury  itself  paid  out  in  the  lighter  tetarteron.  The  continuing 
wars  in  the  East  were  expensive  and  money  was  always  needed.  Nicephor- 
us  himself  was  of  a frugal  and  ascetic  temperament,  a rare  quality  in 
Byzantine  rulers,  but  regarded  by  the  poor  and  the  monasteries  as  a 
vi  ce ! 

The  copper  coins,  frequently  overstruck  on  coins  of  the  preceeding 
reign,  were  very  common  in  the  bazaar  in  my  time. 

The  Coins 


GOLD:  Hi  stamenon.  Class  I. 

a.  - Obv.:  Bust  of  Christos  Pantocrator,  facing. 

Legend:  +lhSXfSR€XReq  NANTthm 


Rev.:  Nicephorus  and  Basil  II,  mixed  lettering. 


b.  There  are  two  varieties;  in  the  latter  the  Greek  "KAI" 
replaces  "CE"  for  "and"  (DO.  1). 

Legend  of  former:  TliCHFOP'CebASIL' AH S5bR' 

Tetarteron.  Class  I.  Exactly  the  same  as  b. 


Hi stamenon.  Class  II. 
Obv. : As  Cl  ass  I . 


Rev.:  Nicephorus  alone  with  the  Virgin  replacing  Basil, 

but  holding  the  long  handled  patriarchal  cross. 
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Legend:  +0GOTOC'b'H0'  hlCHF,d£SP 

There  are  small  details  and  lettering  which  vary 
on  different  specimens. 

Tetarteron.  Class  II.  As  the  Histamenon. 


Obv.  : + bICHF  — €bX  UJAV50 — CRAT  €\  S€b  - b ASIL6VS  — RLUmAIUU 

Rev.:  Bust  of  Nicephorus  in  medallion  at  center  of  Cross 

crosslets.  Lettering  on  either  side  of  head:  N C 

I F 

Legend:  + ibSHS  XRIS6HS  MCA*. 

(Type  II  found  in  Goodacre  is  a wrong  attribution,  not  in 
Wroth. ) 


BRONZE:  Constanti nople . 


Class  I - Obv.:  Bust  of  Nicephorus  wearing  a V shaped  garment  in  place 

of  the  usual  loros  or  chlamys.  The  globus  is  topped 
by  a trefoil,  an  unusual  ornament  (for  Trinity). 
Legend:  + blClFR  bASlL  ROM  or  ASILEVRW. 


Rev.:  Legend:  4-  NICHF — €b0€(JUbA— SIL€VSR(JU — (DAlUJb 


Class  I Obv. 


Class  I & II  Rev. 


Class  II  Obv. 


Class  II  - The  obverse  and  the  reverse  are  the  same  as  in  Class  I ex- 
cept that  Nicephorus  wears  a form  of  loros  and  holds  a 
1 abarum. 


There  are  many  varieties  of  lettering  and  often  parts  are 
illegible.  Weights  may  vary  a good  deal. 

Cherson.  (See  illustration  on  following  page.) 
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Cher son  Bronze 


Note:  One  of  the  problems  of  this  period,  in  reading  the  legends  on 

coins,  has  not  just  been  the  mixture  of  Greek  and  Roman  lettering,  but 
the  way  the  die  cutters  have  made  the  individual  letters,  i.e.,  they 
have  cut  them  the  easiest  (laziest?)  way  possible. 

A for  A --  b 1 R ' or  b 1 P ' may  be  I ' K 1 in  b(asi leus)R(omaion) 

R may  be  K or  --  The  legend  XPS  may  look  like  ruro  or  rt'D. 

In  early  catalogues  there  were  often  relatively  few  specimens  to  be 
examined  which  led  to  variations  in  readings.  In  recent  decades 
scholars  have  had  the  occasion  to  read  very  many  specimens  of  most 
types  and  so  decided  on  what  the  legend  is  supposed  to  be.  To  those 
interested  in  learning  the  background  of  the  period  they  collect,  I 
recommend  BYZANTIUM,  The  New  Home,  by  Cyril  Mango  (my  pupil  many  years 
ago!).  Scribners.  1981.  This  is  not  a history  in  the  formal  sense 
but  a description  of  different  phases  of  Byzantine  life  throughout 
its  history  which,  often,  helps  to  explain  the  coinage,  i.e.  decay 
of  cities. 

**********************************************  ******************  *■*•***★ 
PANAMA'S  CIRCULATING  COINAGE 


Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLM 


In  an  Associated  Press  ( AP ) wire  service  report,  titled  Noriega  in 
Control , by  Reid  G.  Miller,  published  by  our  local  newspaper,  the 
Meriden  RECORD-JOURNAL,  dated  Friday,  March  18,  1988,  in  a story  about 
how  Panama's  (Noriega)  government  there  is  an  interesting  story  of  what 
it  is  using  to  pay  government  workers.  I quote  that  part  (my  italics): 

"The  government  resorted  to  using  old  commemorative  coins  as  part 
of  the  payments  [to  pay  its  workers]." 

"At  one  government  pay  station,  teachers  who  normally  are  paid 
about  $200  every  two  weeks  were  getting  $75.  Of  that,  $40  was  in 
U.S.  dollars,  the  official  currency  of  Panama,  and  the  rest  was  in 
special,  commemorative  [One]  'Balboa'  coins." 

"Look  at  this,"  said  one  teacher  holding  up  one  of  the  coins. 
"Where  can  I spend  this?  It's  worthless." 

Shades  of  the  US  Anthony  Dollars,  unfortunately  with  a severe  political 
situation  at  the  same  time.  It  clearly  indicates  that  Panama's  comemor- 
ative  Balboa  coinage  does  not  circulate  there.  That  US  Dollars  are  the 
lifeblood  of  the  country's  economy. 
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"GETA  - TOO  MUCH  BROTHERLY  LOVE  KILLED  HIM" 


I Lee  Grossman , NLG,  San  Antonio , Texas,  USA,  TNA,  NI  § 170 7 
i 


Septimius  Severus  and  Julia  Domna  had  two  sons.  Bassianus,  born  April 
6,  AD  188,  at  Lugdunum  (now  Lyon,  France),  and  Geta,  born  AD  189,  at 
either  Rome  or  Mediolanum  (now  Milan,  Italy),  depending  on  which 
sources  you  read. 

Bassianus  was  given  the  rank  of  Caesar  in  AD  196,  and  was  created 
Augustus  in  198,  although  he  was  only  ten  years  old.  He  changed  his 
name  to  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus,  and  ordered  that  his  coinage  show 
his  name  as  Antoninus  Pius.  He  always  wore  a long  tunic  of  Gallic 
origin,  since  he  was  born  in  Gaul,  and  was  given  the  nickname  of 
"Caracalla",  which  is  the  name  he  is  known  by  throughout  history. 

Geta  was  called  Lucius  by  his  father,  Septimius  Severus,  but  took  the 
name  Publius  from  his  uncle,  who  was  a Roman  knight.  David  Sear  states 
that  Geta  was  given  the  title  of  Caesar  at  the  same  time  Caracalla  was 
raised  to  the  rank  of  Augustus.  Seth  W.  Stevenson  claims  that  Geta  de- 
clined the  title  of  Caesar,  but  did  accept  the  titles  of  Princeps 
Juventutis  ("Prince  of  the  Youth"),  and  of  Pontifex  (Pontif  or  "priest 
of  the  gods").  In  AD  205,  Geta  dropped  the  name  Lucius,  but  did  retain 
the  name  Publius.  He  became  Consul  (Consulate)  for  the  first  time.  A 
Consul  had  possession  of  sovereign  authority  during  the  term  of  office 
- usually  one  year.  He  became  Consul  for  the  second  time  in  208. 

Geta  accompanied  his  father,  mother  and  brother  on  the  British 
expedition  in  208.  Severus  and  Caracalla  and  the  main  Roman  army  set 
out  to  invade  the  Scottish  homeland  of  the  Caledonians.  Geta  was 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  Augustus  in  209,  and  with  his  mother,  remained 
at  Eboracum  (York).  At  19  years  of  age,  Geta  was  responsible  for  the 
province's  civil  administration.  He  was  also  invested  with  Tribunician 
Power  ("a  Tribune  of  the  People"),  similar  to  a magistrate. 

In  210,  Severus,  Caracalla  and  Geta  were  all  given  the  name  "Britan- 
nicus"  to  commemorate  the  expedition  into  Britain. 

At  the  same  time  Geta  was  made  co-emperor,  Severus  made  it  clear  to  all 
that  the  brothers  were  to  inherit  the  throne  jointly. 

Severus  died  on  February  4,  AD  211,  at  Eboracum.  Caracalla  refused  to 
accept  the  arrangement  of  ruling  jointly  with  Geta.  Both  brothers  and 
Julia  Domna  returned  to  Rome.  Geta  was  called  "Pater  Patria"  ("Father 
of  his  Country")  - purely  of  Honor,  unconnected  with  power,  and  the 
title  "Pontifex"  was  discontinued. 

The  brothers  continually  disagreed  on  just  about  everything.  Soon, 
Caracalla  began  engaging  in  plots  for  Geta's  destruction.  By  212,  any 
thoughts  of  reconciliation  between  Caracalla  and  Geta  were  shoved 
aside.  The  dissensions  increased  every  day.  The  brothers  thought 
about  dividing  the  empire,  but  Julia  Domna  was  against  the  idea.  Both 
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brothers  tried  to  get  the  cooks  to  poison  the  other's  food.  At  last, 
so  both  could  reside  under  the  same  roof,  the  palace  was  partitioned 
off. 

Caracalla  went  to  his  mother  and  told  her  he  was  ready  to  end  the  feud 
amicably.  Julia  Domna,  eager  for  the  brothers  to  reconcile,  believed 
Caracalla,  and  summoned  Geta  to  her  living  quarters.  Geta  had  no 
reason  not  to  trust  his  mother,  and  carelessly  came  to  the  meeting  on 
February  26,  212,  unarmed  and  without  protection. 

There  was  a commotion  at  the  door  to  the  apartment.  Before  Geta 
realized  he  had  been  tricked,  centurions  rushed  him  with  their  swords 
drawn  and  slashing.  Geta  ran  to  his  mother  but  she  couldn't  protect 
him,  and  he  died  in  her  arms,  his  freshly  spilled  blood  drenching  her. 

Caracalla  rushed  from  the  palace,  and  ran  through  the  streets,  shouting 
that  he  was  the  intended  victim. 

Most  Romans  felt  that  the  hatred  of  Caracalla  towards  Geta  would  result 
in  tragedy,  and  most  prayed  that  it  would  be  Caracalla,  rather  than 
Geta . 

After  Geta's  death,  Caracalla  extended  his  cruelty  towards  Geta's 
friends,  including  Papinius,  Prefect  of  the  Praetorian  Guards,  as  well 
as  other  men  and  women  of  rank.  Almost  20,000  people  were  put  to  death 
just  for  mentioning  Geta's  name.  His  anger  went  so  far  as  to  destroy- 
ing Geta's  statues  and  coins,  to  show  he  was  the  sole  emperor. 

Oddly,  whether  or  not  remorse  had  taken  Caracalla,  he  gave  attention  to 
Geta's  funeral,  and  had  the  remains  deposited  in  the  tomb  of  their 
father,  Septimius  Severus,  on  the  Appian  Way. 

Geta's  portrait  on  coins  pretty  well  follows  his  physical  growth  from  a 
child  to  an  adolescent  to  early  manhood.  Geta  was  22  year  and  9 months 
old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  portrait  doesn't  show  the  full 
maturity  like  Caracalla,  although  some  coins  show  Geta  with  a beard 
when  he  was  20  years  old. 

Geta  maintained  a character  for  moderation  and  integrity.  He  was  said 
to  be  courteous  in  his  dealings  with  the  known  world,  devoted  to  re- 
fined pursuits,  and  liked  to  be  with  the  distinguished  and  prominent 
men. 

Throughout  my  research,  I could  not  find  anything  written  about  whether 
Geta  was  married,  so  I assume  he  was  not. 

Geta's  coinage  as  Caesar  - 198  to  209  - were:  Gold:  an  Aureus,  (in  very 
fine  condition),  very  expensive;  a Quinarius,  VF,  very  expensive. 
Silver:  15  different  Denarii,  in  VF,  moderately  priced;  A Quinarius, 

VF,  expensive.  Bronze:  a Sestertius,  VF,  moderate  in  price;  a Dupon- 
dius  or  AS,  in  VF,  also  moderate  in  price. 

As  Augustus  - 209  to  212:  Gold:  an  Aureus,  same  condition,  very  expen- 
sive. Silver:  8 different  Denarii,  VF,  moderate  in  price.  Bronze: 
four  different  Sestertii,  in  Fine  condition,  moderate  to  expensive;  a 
Dupondius,  in  fine,  moderate;  and  two  different  Asses,  fine,  moderate 
in  price.  In  his  Colonial  and  Provincial  coinage:  there  are  four 
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different  AE  17,  AE  18  and  two  AE  22  (mm.  diameter),  are  inexpensive 
in  Fair  condition. 

Some  Greek  coins  show  both  Lucias  and  Publius  on  them.  Because  of  the 
short  reign,  and  Caracalla  having  Geta's  coins  destroyed,  Geta's  coins 
are  usually  somewhat  scarcer  and  therefore  more  expensive,  than  those 
of  his  brother's,  Caracalla's  coins. 

Julia  Domna  outlived  both  sons.  She  had  much  grief  for  Geta,  mer- 
cilessly slain  before  her  eyes  and  in  her  arms,  but  was  not  allowed  to 
express  it.  After  Caracalla  was  murdered  in  217,  she  died  soon  after 
at  Antioch,  of  self-imposed  starvation. 

My  coin  is  an  AE  20  in  Very  Good  condition.  The  obverse  has  a clean- 
shaven Geta  facing  to  the  right.  There  is  lettering  in  Greek  around 
the  head.  The  reverse  shows  Athena  ("Goddess  of  Peace,  and  of  War") 
advancing  to  the  left,  dressed  in  a long  chiton  (a  long,  loose  garment 
worn  next  to  the  skin  by  Ancient  Greek  men  and  women),  holding  pome- 
granates and  spear  with  a shield  on  her  arm.  Part  of  the  Greek 
lettering  appears  to  be:  "CIJ  HT/l  N"  ("SIDETON").  Side  (modern 
name:  Eski-Adal ia)  is  located  in  South-Central  Turkey  (formerly  ancient 
Pamphylia).  My  coin  is  listed  in  BMC  ( Catalogue  of  the  Greek  Coins  in 
the  British  Museum,  London,  1893-1927). 

References : 

ROMAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  - David  R.  Sear  (Seaby  1981) 

ANCIENT  COINS:  How  to  Collect  Them  for  Fun  & Profit  - Ted  G.  Wear 
AN  OUTLINE  OF  ANCIENT  GREEK  COINS  - Zander  H.  Klawans  (Whitman  Publ . 

Co.,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  USA,  1959) 

DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COIN  INSCRIPTIONS  - Stewart  J.  Wesdell  (Durst 
Reprint,  1982) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROMAN  COINS  - Seth  W.  Stevenson,  Seaby,  1982  Reprint 
of  1889  book) 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★'A-*****************************'*'******'*'***********-*:********* 


AULUS  ALB  I NUS ' COIN  FOR  CASTOR  AND  POLLUX 
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On  the  obverse  of  a silver  coin  from 
the  time  of  the  Republic  in  ancient 
Rome  we  see  the  head  of  Apollo, 
crowned  with  laurel.  Below  her  head 
is  inscribed  "ROMA"  while  behind  her 
is  a star.  Under  her  chin  is  an 
"X",  as  a mark  of  value  of  ten  asses 
or  one  denarius.  The  reverse  has 
the  name  "A.ALBINVS.S.F."  in  the  exergue  which  stands  for  Aulus  Al- 
binus,  son  of  Spurius,  a member  of  the  banking  family  who  were  respons- 
ible for  the  coin's  issuance.  The  scene  on  the  reverse  is  of  Castor 
and  Pollux  (the  Dioscuri)  watering  their  horses  at  a fountain,  while 
above  is  seen  the  crescent  moon  and  stars.  The  coin  is  to  show  the 
rise  of  the  worship  of  the  twin  brothers  at  Rome,  who  were  supposedly 
instrumental  in  winning  several  battles  for  the  Romans,  as  they  were 
seen  fighting  valiantly  on  two  white  horses. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

PANAMA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  -C;  Y6  - 1904; 

YlO  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - 1931  , 1947,  1962;  Y13a  - 1966T1  , 1968, 

1970,  1971,  1972;  Y14  - 1930,  1947,  1962;  Y14a  - 1966,  1968,  1971,  1972; 
Y15  - T930,  1932,  1947;  Y15a  - 1966T1  , 1967,  1968,  19707^717^16 
Y 1 7 - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y22  - C to  1974  X (1969,  1970,  1972, 
1973);  Y23  - C;  Y23a  - C to  1972  X (1969);  Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26v  - C; 
Y28  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y34  - 1975FM(U);  Y36  - 1975. 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA  - New  Guinea:  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - 1938;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - 
C;  YlO  - C.  PAPUA:  Y1  - 1975;  Y2  - 1975;  Y3  - 1975;  Y4  - 1975;  Y5  - 
1975;  Y6  - 1975. 

PARAGUAY:  Y1  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C; 

Y 1 5 - C;  Y16  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y20  - 1950;  Y21  - 1947;  Y22  - 1947;  Y23  - 

1948;  Y24  - 1944,  1951;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C. 


PERU:  Y9  - 1864,  1876;  Y9a  - 1919;  YlO  - 1864,  1895;  Yll  - 1941;  Yll  a 

- 1942;  Y13  - 1918,  1933;  Y13a  - 1945,  1947,  1948;  Y14  - 1895,  1906, 
1912,  1914;  Y15  - 1900;  Y16  - 1912;  Y17  - 1865;  Y18.1  - 1864/54;  Y18.12 

- 1 8931  V25  - 1879;  Y26  - 1880;  Y29  - C;  Y31  - 1934;  Y32  - 1937;  Y32a  - 

1943;  Y32b  - 1944;  Y33  - 1921;  Y35  - 1935;  Y36.1  - 1923;  Y36.2  - 1934; 

Y38  - 1948;  Y38a“-  1952,  1956,  1957,  1958,  1959,  1960,  1961,  1962, 

1963;  Y39a  - 1954,  1955,  1957,  1959,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1964; 

Y40  - 1943;  Y40a  - 1955,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1963,  1964;  Y41  - 1941, 

1955,  1959,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1965;  Y42  - 1950,  1951;  Y43  - 
1956;  Y44  - 1959  to  1965;  Y45  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y53  - C;  Y54  - C;  Y55  - C; 
Y56  - C;  Y57  - C;  Y64  - 1968;  Y64a  - 1971,  1974;  Y65  - CX  (1966);  Y65a 

- C;  Y66  - 1968;  Y66a  - 1974;  Y67  - 1967,  1968,  1969,  1974,  1975;  Y68 

- 1967,  1968,  1970,  1974;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y82  - 1977. 


PHILIPPINES:  Y4  - 1868;  Y9  - 1885;  Y14  - 1903,  1904;  Y15  - 1903,  1909, 
1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  1914,  1918,  1920,  1921,  1927,  1929,  1933;  Y16 

- 1903,  1918;  Y18  - 1903;  Y19  - 1904S;  Y21  - 1803S;  Y22  - 1908S,  1915, 

1921;  Y23  - 1917;  Y25  - 1907;  Y29  - 1937,  1938,  1941,  1944;  Y30a  - C; 
Y31  - CX  (1938,  1941);  Y32  - CX  (1938);  Y33  - 1944;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C; 
Y36  - C;  Y37  - CX  (1962,  1966J;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - C;  Y42  - C; 

Y43  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y46  - CX  (1968);  Y47  - 1967,  1972,  1974;  Y48  - CX 

(1970) ; Y49  - CX  (1969,  1974);  Y50  - 1967,  1972;  Y52  - C;  Y52a  - C; 

Y53  - 1972;  Y55  - 1975FM(M),  1976FM(MTTT56a  - 1979,  1980;  Y57  - 
1975FM(M) ; Y57a  - 1979,  1980;  Y58  - 1976FM(M);  Y58a  - 1979,  1980; 

Y59  - 1969.  Cull  ion:  KM16  - C. 

POLAND:  Cl  1 3a  - 1840MW;  Y5  - 1918;  Y6  - 1917  away,  1918;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 

C;  Y8a  - 1925,  1931,  1938;  Y9a  - 1923,  1928,  1932,  1936,  1937;  YlO  - C; 

YlOa  - 1928;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y20  - CX  (1932);  Y22 

- 1932W;  Y26  - C;  Y29  - 1936;  Y35  - C;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - C;  Y41  - C;  Y42 

- C;  Y42a  - C;  Y43  - C;  Y43a  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y45a  - C;  YA46  - 1959,  1962, 
1963,  1968;  Y46  - 1 958;  YA47  - 1965.  (To  be  continued  next  month.) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Coffing,  Courtney  L.  A GUIDE  AND  CHECKLIST  OF  WORLD  NOTGELD,  1914- 
1947:  AND  OTHER  LOCAL  EMERGENCY  MONIES . 184pp.,  ill  US.  8h"  X 11", 

soft  cover.  Iola,  Wisconsin:  Krause  Publications,  1988.  $14.95 

postpaid  from  the  publisher. 

Some  years  ago  I had  occasion  to  work  on  emergency  currency  issued  by 
several  Alsatian  villages  during  the  first  days  of  World  War  I.  A 
friend  advised  me  to  consult  Courtney  Coffing  for  advice  on  the  topic: 
Mr.  Coffing,  he  said,  was  the  outstanding  American  expert  on  this  type 
of  currency.  I followed  my  friend's  advice,  initiated  a correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Coffing  (whom  I had  not  previously  known),  and  learned 
a very  great  deal.  Among  other  things,  I found  that  the  phenomenon 
of  notgeld  (a  generic  term  for  emergency  monies  issued  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  First  World  War  to  the  end  of  the  Second)  deserved  a 
book  in  English,  had  never  been  given  its  proper  due,  but  would  re- 
ceive such  attention  from  Mr.  Coffing  when  time  permitted.  WORLD 
NOTGELD , 1914-1947  is  a down  payment  on  such  a study:  it  is  by  no 

means  the  last  work  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  an  absolutely  essential 
first  one. 

Mr.  Coffing 's  book  takes  the  form  of  a check-list,  or  rather  two 
check-lists.  The  first  arranges  all  issuers  of  notgeld  alphabetically 
within  countries.  The  second  list  is  a purely  alphabetical  list  by 
cities,  beginning  with  Aabenraa,  Denmark  and  ending  with  Zywiec/Sola, 
in  former  Russian  Poland.  A numerical  key,  repeated  at  the  bottom  of 
each  page,  indicates  the  type  or  types  of  emergency  currency  issued 
by  each  place.  Some  fifteen  categories  of  notgeld  are  included,  rang- 
ing from  municipal  paper  money  (1),  through  food,  beer,  or  konsivwer- 
ein  tokens  (9),  ending  with  issues  from  conservation  or  civilian  in- 
ternment camps  (15).  The  relevant  types  of  emergency  money  for  each 
locality  appear  after  each  entry's  name,  and  a box  for  checking  rounds 
out  each  listing.  The  collector  is  thus  able  to  instantly  determine 
what  types  of  currency  may  be  expected  to  be  encountered  for  each 
place,  as  well  as  whether  the  place  is  represented  in  his  or  her  col- 
lection. 

A somewhat  disorganized  but  generally  good  introduction  explains  the 
origins  of  notgeld,  the  early  days  of  collecting  the  medium,  and  the 
various  forms  assumed  by  this  specialized  type  of  money.  A German 
version  of  the  introduction  was  prepared  by  Hermann  Krause,  presum- 
ably for  the  use  of  collectors  in  West  Germany.  (This  makes  a good 
deal  of  sense:  although  notgeld  collecting  is  beginning  to  acquire 

some  attention  in  the  United  States,  due  to  color,  historical  inter- 
est, and  low  price,  the  center  of  the  hobby  has  always  been,  and  will 
almost  certainly  continue  to  be,  Germany.)  Collectors  in  this  country 
are  advised  that  the  German  version  differs  in  some  respects  from 
the  English,  and  that  both  should  be  read  if  at  all  possible.  A 
twenty-four  page  bibliography,  which  must  be  the  most  extensive  list 
of  notgeld  publications  ever  assembled,  appears  after  the  checklists, 
and  it  is  worth  far  more  than  the  total  price  of  the  book  for  any 
enthusi ast . 

World  Notgeld,  1914-1947  is  a most  welcome  addition  to  the  library  of 
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numismatics,  and  I am  personally  delighted  to  see  its  publication. 

The  Krause  group  deserves  a vote  of  thanks  from  all  collectors  of 
paper  money  and  tokens  for  its  decision  to  bring  out  the  Coffing  book. 
There  are  minor  criticisms  to  be  made,  as  there  always  are  for  any 
pioneering  work.  One  could  argue  that  two  checklists  are  scarcely 
needed,  and  that  the  purely  alphabetical,  second,  list  would  have  suf- 
ficed. One  could  have  also  asked  for  more  photographs,  although  the 
ones  which  appear  have  been  carefully  chosen.  One  could  also  wish  for 
information  on  pricing,  bearing  in  mind  at  the  same  time  that  it  is 
only  after  a checklist  such  as  this  has  appeared  and  been  closely 
studies  that  any  realistic  collector  pricing  structure  can  even  begin 
to  be  erected.  As  mentioned  before,  Mr.  Coffing's  work  is  not  the 
final  word  on  the  notgeld  subject.  But  it  is  an  extremely  impressive, 
absolutely  necessary  first  word.  I congratulate  him  on  it. 

Reviewed  by  SOHO 


Russell  H.  Goodyear,  Ph.D.,  MEXICAN  BALANCE  SCALE  25  CENTAVO  PIECES 

1869-1892.  3 1 pp , soft  card  covers,  no  illus.  $5.00  postpaid  in  the 

USA  from  Louis  Hudson  Rare  Coins,  P.  0.  Box  5640,  Greensboro,  NC  27435, 
or  the  publisher  Latin  American  Press,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia, 
MN  55792. 

This  unostentatious  booklet  is  packed  with  a wealth  of  information  about 
one  short  series  of  Mexican  Republic  coinage.  Previously  uncatalogued  . 
overdates,  overassayors  and  anomalies  are  included.  While  basically 
meant  to  be  a checklist  the  author  has  included  some  prices  realized 
for  several  of  the  "sleepers"  of  the  series.  Whether  a collector  is 
a novice  or  an  advanced  practicioner  the  booklet  will  save  its  price 
many  times  over  with  the  information  on  pricing  and  scarcity  included. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


COMPILATION  OF  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLAR  AUCTION  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

A 121  page  compilation  of  Canadian  municipal  trade  dollar  prices  from 
April  1983  to  November  1987,  made  by  Mario  S.  Sega  on  his  computer,  is 
available  to  the  public.  A 5 page  list  of  auction  prices  for  Canadian 
municipal  trade  notes  is  also  available.  A 4 page  list  of  recent 
auction  prices  of  United  States  municipal  trade  pieces  is  being  com- 
pleted as  well  as  a 29  page  list  of  miscellaneous  items  such  as  Can- 
aditan  trade  tokens,  medals,  etc.  that  were  included  in  the  trade  token 
auctions,  but  which  do  not  fit  in  any  of  the  3 lists  mentioned  above. 
Jean  Guy  Cote,  author  of  the  annual  check-list  and  valuation  guide  for 
trade  dollars  of  Canada,  set  up  the  computer  program  for  Mr.  Sega. 

The  auction  lists  issued  by  Jim  Quinn,  Frank  Quinn,  and  John  Cheramy 
are  the  sources  for  the  data. 

All  four  lists  are  on  8k"  x 11"  pages,  suitable  for  a three  ring  binder. 
The  set  of  four  lists  is  available  for  $25.00  US  postpaid  from  Mario  S. 
Sega,  P.  0.  Box  234,  Station  A,  Weston,  Ontario,  Canada  M9N  3M7  (tele- 
phone evenings  416-249-1180). 
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The  listings  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  issuing  municipality  and 
not  by  province  and  territory.  A separate  entry  is  made  for  each  met- 
al, die  variety,  restrike,  planchet  variation,  etc.  The  metals  are 
recorded  as  given  in  the  auction  listings. 

The  following  data  is  listed  for  each  issue  of  trade  dollars:  the 

name  of  the  municipality  and  the  province  or  territory  in  which  it  is 
situated;  the  date  on  the  trade  dollar;  and  the  metal,  die  variety, 
etc.  for  which  the  auction  results  are  presented.  The  following 
auction  data  is  then  presented  under  each  metal  or  variety;  date  of 
the  auction,  the  bid  and  the  new  sale  price.  Updates  are  planned  at 
i nterval s . 

The  listing  is  very  well  done  and  is  a must  for  any  person  that  bids 
frequently  in  trade  dollar  auctions. 

Information  from  Jerry  Remick 


Judson,  Eileen.  THE  LIVES  AND  WILLS  OF  ESSEX  TOKEN  ISSUERS:  IN CORF - 

ORATING  A RE-LISTING  OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY  TRADE  TOKENS  OF  ESSEX. 
viii  + 270.  5-3/4"  x 8-1/4",  soft  covers.  Little  Bardfield,  Essex: 

The  Author,  1987.  £4.  Available  from  Siegfried  E.  Schwer,  6,  South 

Hill,  Felixstowe,  Suffolk  I PI  1 8AA,  England. 

Seventeenth-century  British  tokens  have  never  enjoyed  the  popularity 
of  their  eighteenth-century  successors.  A number  of  reasons  suggest 
themselves.  A relative  lack  of  literature  is  one  problem:  the  stand- 
ard work  on  the  series,  Williamson's  Trade  Tokens  Issued  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Century 3 appeared  nearly  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  there  is 
nothing  currently  in  press  which  will  supersede  it.  The  appearance 
of  these  tokens  has  also  told  against  their  collector  popularity:  most 

are  small,  crudely  struck,  largely  utilitarian.  Beyond  the  fact  that 
they  stood  for  a value  more  generally  expressed  as  a coin,  they  have 
very  little  in  common  with  their  showy  successors  of  the  following  cen- 
tury, which  were  very  often  struck  for  the  delectation  of  the  hobbyist 
rather  than  the  convenience  of  the  tradesman.  A final  factor  in  the 
obscurity  of  the  first  series  against  the  popularity  of  the  second  is 
that,  in  general,  the  tokens  issued  between  the  late  1640s  and  the 
early  1670s  were  struck  in  far  smaller  amounts  than  those  dating  from 
the  1780s  and  1790s.  The  population  of  Britain  in  the  earlier  period 
was  a fraction  of  what  it  was  in  the  later,  while  the  technology  of 
production  had  also  grown  more  sohphi sti cated  in  the  intervening  years. 
So  fewer  tokens  were  circulated  in  the  seventeenth  centurey  than  in  the 
eighteenth,  and  fewer  are  available  for  collectors  in  the  present  day. 
To  be  popular  as  a collectable,  it  is  advisable  for  an  object  to  be 
rare  enough  to  present  a challenge,  yet  common  enough  to  become  known 
as  a possiblity.  Seventeenth-century  tokens  meet  the  first  require- 
ment; they  probably  meet  the  second  as  well,  but  collectors  have  not 
commonly  realized  this. 

It  is  a shame  that  these  metallic  guarantees  of  payment  have  not  become 
better  known,  because  they  have  a puckish  sort  of  charm  all  their  own. 
Within  the  past  few  years,  a few  dedicated  collectors  and  scholars, 
nearly  all  British,  have  been  re-examining  this  series,  in  hopes  of 
discovering  new  data  concerning  the  issuers  and  die-sinkers  connected 


154 


with  it,  in  hopes  of  popularizing  it  with  other  collectors.  And  some 
good  work  has  been  done.  A Seaby  project  initiated  in  1960  failed  in 
its  ultimate  purpose,  the  study  of  all  seventeenth-century  tokens  and 
the  presentation  of  new  information  concerning  them.  But  is  did  re- 
sult in  a reassessment  of  the  tokens  of  Wales  and  the  English  counties 
of  Buckinghamshire,  Essex,  and  Hertfordshire,  which  found  publication 
in  a number  of  issues  of  the  Coin  and  Medal  Bulletin.  Peter  Preston- 
Morley's  volume  on  the  Nottingham  series  appeared  in  1983  and  was  well 
received,  indicating  that  interest  in  these  tokens  was  continuing  to 
grow.  Michael  Dickinson's  Seventeenth  Century  Tokens  of  the  British 
Isles  and  Their  Values  appeared  slightly  more  than  a year  ago;  while 
essentially  a Yeoman-style  catalogue  of  values,  it  also  contains  sound 
bibliographic  information,  and,  amended  from  time  to  time,  is  likely 
to  remain  a fixed  feature  for  hobbyists  in  years  to  come.  Now  a new 
book  joins  the  group.  The  Lives  and  Wills  of  Essex  Token  Issuers.  It 
indicates  a swing  of  the  pendulum  back  from  the  national  to  the  local, 
and  it  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  works  on  other  counties. 

It  will  be  a challenging  act  to  follow.  Ms.  Judson  has  done  her  home- 
work with  much  love  and  care,  and  it  shows  in  her  publication.  This 
book  covers  the  same  ground  as  did  Boyne  and  later  Williamson,  but 
this  new  author  gives  us  far  more  detail  than  either  earlier  public- 
ation, and  she  succeeds  in  doing  so  through  the  medium  of  wills  left 
by  the  various  issuers  of  tokens.  Boyne's  book  contained  occasional 
bits  of  information  which  might  have  been  gleaned  from  the  reading  of 
wills,  and,  when  he  expanded  the  Boyne  book  thirty  years  later,  William- 
son went  a bit  farther  in  the  same  direction.  But  only  Ms.  Judson  has 
taken  this  approach  to  its  logical  conclusion,  even  if  only  for  one 
county. 

The  result  of  her  work  (and  what  an  enormous  amount  of  work  it  must 
have  been!)  is  a fascinating,  many-hued  account  of  life  in  seventeenth- 
century  England.  By  the  simple  process  of  an  examination  of  wills,  the 
author  has  added  another  complete  dimension  to  what  has  often  been 
seen  as  a flat,  arid  landscape.  Her  work  gives  us  much  food  for  later 
thought:  what  was  the  importance  of  religious  dissenters  in  the  busi- 

ness and  numismatic  world  at  this  time?  Was  the  story  of  Essex  typic- 
al, or  was  it  somehow  different  from  the  rest  of  the  country?  How 
important  was  the  foreign  element  in  the  economic  life  of  the  day? 

Was  it  typified  by  the  small  merchants  seen  in  the  Judson  book?  If 
so,  how  did  it  ascend  from  this  status  to  the  much  more  important  one 
seen  in  the  next  century?  The  book  raises  fascinating  questions. 

It  also  deserves  the  attention  of  all  those  interested  in  British  num- 
ismatics. In  that  respect,  the  work  could  have  benefitted  from  a 
better,  more  widespread  distribution  network,  just  as  it  deserves  a 
more  attractive,  illustrated  format.  But  the  book  was  a labor  of 
love,  and  the  distribution  through  Sigfried  Schwer  works  well  enough. 
Certainly  the  price  should  prove  no  obstacle  to  anyone,  and  one  hopes 
that  this,  and  the  general  excellence  of  Ms.  Judson 's  research,  will 
allow  her  study  to  achieve  enough  popularity  to  inspire  a second, 
illustrated,  printing.  Meanwhile,  we  may  hope  that  this  new  book  is 
only  the  first  of  many  devoted  to  individual  counties  and  their 
tokens,  both  for  the  seventeenth  century  and  for  later  periods. 

Reviewed  by  SOHO 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Col.  R.  F.  Kriz,  Ret.,  1980  N.  Atlantic  Ave.  #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931 
LM  seeks  to  verify  existence  of  Colombia  and  5 peso  1919B  gold  coins, 
and  m/m  placement.  Also,  do  2^  peso  gold  coins  for  1929  and  1929  exist? 

C.  C.  Andrews,  603  Mt.  Williamson  Way,  Boulder  City,  Nevada  89005: 
WANTED:  Solomon  Islands  KM- 16  ( Y - 1 8 ) 1983  $5.00,  International  Year 

of  the  Child,  Proof  only.  If  available,  please  reserve  and  advise  cost. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI  Attribution 

Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 
TRAJAN  AND  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  FOR  THE  ETERNAL  CITY 


Sextus  Julius  Frontinus,  the  Roman  Consul  who  wrote  a treatise  on  the 
city's  aqueducts,  gave  great  credit  to  the  Emperor  Trajan  for  his  dili- 
gent attention  to  the  repairand  improvement  of  these  conductors  of 
the  city’s  water  supply.  Sextus  said  that  in  Nerva's  time,  the  Emper- 
or before  Trajan,  there  were  nine  aqueducts,  which  he  named,  and  that 
these  nine  structures  carried  fourteen  channels  which  were  equal  to 
13,594  one  inch  pipes  for  volume.  Some  of  these  channels  commenced 
some  sixty  miles  distant  from  Rome.  Thus,  these  conveyors  of  the  water 
supply  were  one  of  the  great  wonders  of  the  Eternal  City. 

Sextus  goes  on  to  say,  "It  was  not 
the  object  of  our  Prince  (Trajan) 
merely  to  restore  the  volumes  of 
water  most  beneficially  to  us,  but 
he  also  was  the  person  to  perceive 
that  the  deleterious  properties  of 
some  channels  and  aqueducts  might 
then  let  them  be  cut  off.  In  this 
manner  he  brought  this  fortunate 
excel lentce  of  the  water,  bidding 
fair  in  quality  to  equal  that  of 
before,  and  in  quantity  to  surpass 
it." 

A coin  struck  about  111  A.D.  for  Trajan  shows  on  its  reverse  the  gen- 
ius of  a river  reclined  under  a vaulted  arch  and  holding  an  aquatic 
reed  and  resting  his  left  arm  on  an  urn  that  is  flowing  water.  This, 
with  the  inscription,  refers  to  Trajan's  restoration  of  the  water 
flows  to  Rome. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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